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ANNUAL REPORT
PROBATE / JUVENILE COURT
The Mission of the Warren County Probate/Juvenile Court is to resolve matters fairly and timely by
providing an impartial, independent and dignified forum, in order to promote respect for the Rule of Law,
instill public confidence and trust, protect individual rights and liberties, and ensure public safety.
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This Annual Report is offered to provide an overview of the function and activities of the
Warren County Probate-Juvenile Court. The Court consists of five distinct departments:
Probate Court, Juvenile Court, Probation Department, Juvenile Detention Center and the
Mary Haven Youth Center.

The Court employs 101 full time and 13 part-time staff members within its various
departments. The Court operates on a budget of approximately $9.0 million, which is
derived from federal, state and local sources.
Warren County Probate Court
The Ohio Constitution and the Ohio Revised Code designates 620 jurisdictional duties to the
Probate Court. In addition to the traditional trusts/estates that are processed through Probate
Court, it also handles cases dealing with mental incompetence, disability, mental illness, and
adult protective services. The Probate Court hears actions which allege a person is mentally
ill and subject to court order. In this regard, the Court must also determine the least
restrictive treatment setting for those mentally ill persons subject to the Court’s jurisdiction.
The Probate Court’s jurisdiction includes determination of adult protective services petitions
where the Court must decide if an adult over sixty years of age has been neglected, abused or
exploited and, if so, what serves are necessary to remediate those problems.
Persons seeking name changes must obtain Probate Court permission. In exercising this jurisdiction, the Court is mindful that a person is entitled to change their name as long as
reasonable and proper cause exists for the name change and to ensure the name change isn’t
done to facilitate the avoidance of creditors or hinder law enforcement officials in the
performance of their duties.
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As is obvious by the foregoing descriptions of the Probate Court’s jurisdiction, the Court
is oftentimes charged with the responsibility of acting in the public interest and looking
out for those that cannot or will not look out for themselves. It is this philosophy that
guides the operation of the Warren County Probate Court.
Warren County Juvenile Court
The mission of the Juvenile Court is stated in the Ohio Revised Code and the Rules of Juvenile Procedure as promulgated by the Ohio Supreme Court. The guidelines are as follows:
· To provide for the care, protection and mental and physical development of
children subject to Chapter 2151 of the Ohio Revised Code.
·

To protect the public interest in removing the consequences of criminal behavior
and the taint of criminality from children committing delinquent acts and to
substitute, therefore, a program of supervision, care and rehabilitation.

· To achieve the foregoing purposes whenever possible in a family environment,
separating the child from its parents only when necessary for his/her welfare or
in the interests of public safety.
·

To provide judicial procedures through which the parties are assured a fair
hearing where their constitutional and other legal rights are recognized and
enforced.

Warren County Juvenile Court has developed a broad base of programs and services to
help fulfill its mission. Probation intervention is the most widely used technique to
address delinquent and unruly behaviors. The Probation Department integrates sanctions,
safety, incentives and rehabilitation efforts to effectively deal with offenders. Programs
and services available to our at-risk youth include anger management, life skills, Real
World-Real Money curriculum, the Youth Educational Shoplifting (“YES”) program,
community service opportunities, alcohol and drug screening/assessments/intervention,
education and therapy, counseling, parenting education groups, victim impact reporting,
sex offender groups, Car-Teen driving school, detention center, residential treatment, out
of home placement, mental health treatment, and a new Youth Court program, which is
covered separately in this report that we implemented in August.
The Warren County Probate-Juvenile Court, its staff and I look forward to serving Warren
County for years to come. I am proud to submit to you our 2021 Annual Report.
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The Fiscal Department is responsible for preparation of the annual budgets for Probate
Court, Juvenile Court, Juvenile Probation, Juvenile Detention Center and Mary Haven
Youth Center. In addition to preparing the annual budgets for these departments, Fiscal is
responsible for the preparation of all vouchers for payment of each department’s
expenditures, monitoring and tracking the expenditures incurred to ensure each department
operates within its individual budget.
Fiscal maintains employees’ sick and vacation records, prepares the bi-weekly payroll and
maintains accurate records of health care expenditures for all departments within the
Probate / Juvenile Court.
Additional duties include accounts receivables, accounts payable and collection of Mary
Haven and outside placement support received from parent(s)/guardian(s) of juveniles
placed by the Court; compiling and timely filing quarterly and annual reports; calculation
of income to determine eligibility of court-appointed attorneys and guardian ad litems;
maintaining records and tracking funds from all grants, maintaining records of and tracking
Indigent Guardianship Funds; daily checking of Juvenile Court receipts of costs, fines,
bonds, court deposits and any other receipts which may be paid through that department;
issuing checks for bond forfeiture and restitution paid by juveniles to victims; balance and
close out Juvenile Court’s monthly receipts, balance Juvenile Court’s checking account and
annually pay unclaimed funds into the Auditor’s Office and check and prepare for payment of all court-appointed attorneys’ itemized fee statements and certification for
appointed counsel fees.
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Warren County Probate Court began operations in 1835 and holds the distinction
of being one of the oldest continuing operations in the State of Ohio. The
Probate Court is established in each county of Ohio to supervise the administration of estates, guardianship proceedings, trusts, wrongful death actions, civil
actions, minor’s settlements, and matters involving the mentally ill. The Court is
also responsible for issuing marriage licenses, adoptions, name changes, and
delayed/corrected birth registrations.
Judge Joseph Kirby and the staff of Probate Court are charged by law with the
duty of protecting the assets of the parties involved, monitoring the timely filing
of documents, and meeting the needs of the citizens of Warren County. In a
manner of professionalism and courtesy, the staff handles an emotional public
that is dealing with death and mental illness, as well as achieving ambitions of
marriage and adoption. The goal for 2021 was to meet the daily demands with
efficiency and quality of service.
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The purpose of the Juvenile Clerk’s Office is to assist in processing and organizing court documents and
manage the day-to-day clerical and administrative duties of the court. The Clerk’s Office is comprised of a
Chief Deputy Clerk, Assistant Chief Deputy Clerk, Senior Clerk, seven full-time employees and one parttime employee. Deputy Clerks are charged with maintaining the court’s records throughout the life of the
case. From the moment the complaint is filed, they are responsible for creating the case file, perfecting
service of all parties, distributing the court’s orders and decisions, and preserving the file until the case has
closed.
The Juvenile Court accepts civil filings for abuse, neglect, and dependent cases, custody, paternity, support,
grandparent power of attorney, and civil protection orders. Criminal filings consist of delinquency charges
and traffic citations. The Clerk’s Office collects payments for bonds, court costs, filing fees, fines, and restitution. The Juvenile Clerk’s Office strives to meet the needs of the public while working with law enforcement, defense counsel, and prosecuting attorneys to help ensure that the overall mission of the Juvenile
Court is met.
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Court Appointed Special Advocate
Warren County Court Appointed Special Advocate’s (“CASA”) mission is to recruit, train and manage
CASA’s, as they advocate for the best interests of children who are involved with Juvenile Court because of
abuse or neglect. Warren County CASA and its volunteers are dedicated to ensuring every child receives a
permanency in a safe, stable and loving home.

Warren County CASA is still feeling the effects of Covid-19. Expected referral increases post shut down
(March-May 2020) were never realized.
•

In 2021, we served 106 children, compared to 159 in 2019 (pre-Covid). This represents a decrease
of 33%.

We are seeing a gradual shift in our population.
•
•

In 2021, 69% of the children we served were Caucasian, while 31% were minorities.
In 2019 (pre-Covid), our population was 85% Caucasian and 15% minorities.

We are also experiencing different outcomes for our cases. The highest two outcomes are detailed below:
•
•
•

In 2021, 37.5% of our children reunified with parents and 32.5% were placed in the legal custody of
kinship (relative & non-relative) caregivers.
In 2019 (pre-Covid), 52% of our children were placed in the legal custody of kinship (relative & non
-relative) caregivers and 25% were adopted.
It is less restrictive, and therefore, preferred to keep children with their biological families or kinship
caregivers, when possible.

2021 in Review
One full-time and two part-time CASA staff supported forty-five CASA volunteers who advocated for 106
children from sixty families.
Program Growth
Six new CASA volunteers were sworn in.
CASA Activities
•
•
•
•

CASA volunteers logged 2,078 hours and drove 16,041 miles to advocate for the children in their
cases.
CASA volunteers visited each child at least once a month.
CASA volunteers wrote 117 CASA reports for court and attended 261 court hearings.
CASA volunteers completed 643 plus hours of training.
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In 2021, a milestone for Probate-Juvenile Court was reached; we celebrated 25 years at our current location. In March of 1996, the Courts moved
into the building that is the home of both courts. A lot has changed in personnel and the day-to-day business and operations of the Court, but the
mission to serve the residents of Warren County has not. The Detention Center has served over 15,000 children during this period. The facility has
had five superintendents (Neil Chamberlain, Bob Kelsey, Kevin Kincer, Desiree Batsche, and Tony Miller) since the opening of the building.
In 2021, as everyone tried to return to their pre-COVID-19 daily routines and normal schedules, the Detention Center returned to substantially the
same pre-2020 juvenile programming and schedules. The Detention Center also saw the number of intakes rise by 32.3% in 2021. In keeping with
the mission of the Detention Center, policy and procedure, and community safety, the breakdown of juveniles entering the facility in 2021 is:



32.7% entered Detention on technical violations (Violation of Court Order or Probation Violation);



16.5% entered Detention on Domestic Violence charges;



10.7% entered Detention on Theft relation offenses;



9% entered Detention on Assault charges;



7% entered Detention on Sexual Offenses;



24.1% other offenses.

Even with the increase of children entering our daily population, COVID-19 did not affect the general population until December of 2021, necessitating some changes to our procedures for staff as well as juveniles. As we move into 2022, Detention Staff will regularly re-evaluate its procedures
alongside CDC and medical guidelines regarding COVID-19 while continuing to serve the community and the children of Warren County that we
are entrusted to watch over and care for.

JUVENILE DETENTION CENTER
The Warren County Juvenile Detention Center (JDC) is a 2-pod, 24-bed facility with 2 additional holding cells. It is designed to be used for shortterm stays where a delinquent child may be held while they await court action or sentencing. Detained children are classified by their current
charges, behavior at intake, criminal history, and gender. The classification of detained children allows staff to house individual children in a manner
that provides the highest level of safety for both the officers and the child. All cells are single occupancy. JDC houses both male and female children that are charged with a criminal offense. These children can be housed as young as 11 years old all the way up to their 21st birthday (if they are
under the jurisdiction of the Juvenile Court). A child under the age of 11 may be detained in detention under special circumstances.
The daily operations are overseen by one (1) Superintendent, one (1) Lieutenant, two (2) Sergeants, 13 full-time Corrections Officers, and four (4)
part-time Corrections Officers. These positions are supported by one (1) Administrative Assistant and one (1) Mental Health Clinician. All Detention Staff receive mandatory training that includes Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation, Automatic External Defibrillator, Basic First Aid, Emergency
Response, Verbal De-escalation Techniques, Fire Extinguisher use, Prison Rape Elimination, Trauma Awareness, and Suicide Prevention and Intervention. We facilitate this with ongoing training throughout the year. Training occurs weekly and monthly in areas such as Policy & Procedures,
Safety and Security, Professional Conduct, Mental Health Awareness, and Effective Communication. All aspects of the detention center processes
are closely monitored, measured, tracked, studied, and discussed at all staffing levels to maximize awareness and
communications which is vital
to maintain high standards of care. Areas that are closely monitored include youth mental health diagnosis, medical issues, and
problematic
behaviors. Our goals are to provide for the safety, security, health and wellbeing of the children and staff and to provide leadership that represent
authority in a manner worthy of respect and emulation.
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The Warren County Juvenile Probation Department endeavors to hold juveniles accountable for
delinquent behavior, providing resources that decrease criminal behavior while facilitating responsible actions which allows them to be a productive citizen forming a safe community. The
Juvenile Probation Department identifies the juvenile’s criminal behavior and uses analytical
data and evidenced-based practices to reduce the risk of the juvenile to reoffend.
The Warren County Juvenile Court employs 12 probation staff. This staff includes one Chief
Probation Officer, one intake officer, and ten probation officers.
The Probation Department has five types of supervision, including pre-trial supervision. The
following are types of probation: reporting probation, compliance, diversion, truancy, and pretrial services. The probation department also monitors pay or appear cases and completes postsentence investigations for the Court.
In 2021 Warren County Juvenile Probation Department had a total of 93 juveniles on reporting
probation, 133 on compliance supervision, 31 on truancy supervision, 30 on delinquency diversion probation and 70 juveniles on pre-trial supervision.
In 2017, House Bill 410 was enacted which brought about significant changes including alternatives to truancy charges being filed with the Court. Our truancy staff worked collaboratively
with the Warren County Educational Service Center and each school district to promote school
attendance. During the 2020-2021 school year, 542 intervention meetings/plans were completed
with students to get students back on track with attendance and avoid formal charges. There
were 113 habitual truancy complaints filed with our Court in 2021 and 47 charges of failure to
send on parents. In addition, 394 youth cases were referred to our diversion program as an alternative to adjudication under R.C. 2151.27(G) for the 2020-2021 school year.
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YOUTH COURT
Youth Delivering Justice
In the Fall of 2021, Warren County Juvenile Court
established a Youth Court which handles juvenile misdemeanor cases. The program engages
high school youth volunteers to help peers who
have committed delinquency acts. These youth
volunteers hear real cases and render real consequences. Youth volunteers are trained to fill all
roles of the courtroom including Judge, Bailiff,
Prosecutor, Defense Counsel, & Jurors. “It is an
opportunity for a youth to right a wrong and to
hold the offender accountable to the victim and
the community,” said Judge Kirby, “and at the
same time providing our youth volunteers with

a unique introduction to the court system.”
Adults and youth volunteers work as colleagues
to achieve the goals of restoring justice to victims,
the defendants, and the community. Consequences in these cases may include options such
as educational classes specific to the defendant’s
behavior, community service, research projects,
or paying restitution to a victim. The benefits of
a Youth Court can be significant. Youth defendants learn there are consequences for their actions
and these consequences are decided by a jury of
their peers, as well as youth volunteers learn
about due process, responsibility, and justice.
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Behavior Modification Residential Program
Within behavior modification program, residents will be evaluated on a “real -life” scale, that is individualized for their behavior/treatment needs. The Response Ability Pathways (RAP) program was determined to
be well-suited to our population. The Response Ability Pathways (RAP) is grounded in research and has been
rated as highly useful by professionals in education, treatment, and juvenile justice. The RAP program helps
youth join in an alliance with adults to solve problems and develop respectful lives. RAP has been shown to
help youth move beyond problems to strengths and solutions.

Juvenile Sex Offender Program
Those youth adjudicated on a sex offense charge will also participate in the program, in addition to their
sex offender treatment. These youth will be required to participate in an initial, full-disclosure treatment polygraph. Six months after the initial polygraph, the resident will be required to pass a maintenance polygraph to
determine their level of honesty, non-offending behavior, and progress in treatment. At that time, they may be
eligible for review by the Court.

SOS (Support. Opportunity. Success.)
SOS is a day treatment program designed as a partnership between Warren County Juvenile Court and
schools throughout Warren County. The SOS program in Mary Haven Youth Center will SUPPORT court
involved students by providing an OPPORTUNITY to continue their education and stay on track towards a
SUCCESSful graduation. Alongside their school curriculum, youth in the program receive group treatment
designed to address independent living skills, anger management and drug and alcohol concerns. Time in the
program is dependent on the youth’s ability to successfully transition back into their home school.

ERC (Evening Reporting Center)
The Evening Reporting Center is designed to be a prevention based educational program. The program
was established as an alternative to detention for youth who are served by the Warren County Juvenile Court.
The ERC program engages youth in a series of active learning groups. The current program utilizes the ART
(Aggression Replacement Training) program, the Life Skills program, and a group with focus on preventative
Drug and Alcohol curriculum. The youth also receive an hour of recreation/leisure time activity daily. Youth are
provided an after-school snack as well as a balanced nutritious dinner. This program has been an asset to the
youth served, the community, and probation.
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Mary Haven Youth Center - 2021 Overview
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GREENHOUSE
After 2020, 2021 was a breath of fresh air for the Mary Haven Youth Center horticulture program, with great additions to our plant
sales and our gardens.
Our spring plant sale was very successful in 2021, as we were able to be open to the public and allow people to shop for their plants.
Preparations for the sale began earlier in 2021, as we increased the number of plants to roughly 5,000. We received our first
shipment in January with three additional shipments in February and March. Residents transplanted and maintained all plants in the
greenhouse until our sale in May. In addition to live plants, residents started 10 different varieties of tomatoes and peppers from seed
to sell.
In preparation for the spring plant sale, residents were responsible for setting up tables, carrying plants from the greenhouse to the
sale tent. The residents who were pass eligible were assigned jobs of carrying plants to customer’s cars. The residents also helped
make plant selections by explaining the details of the plant the customer were interested in purchasing.
Our plant sale continues to evolve and has truly become a team activity for staff and residents alike. In addition to making crafts to
sell, all residents and staff participated in preparing and running a bake and bagged lunch sale, which we look forward to offering
again in 2022.
The annual mum sale was conducted in the same manner as the spring sale, with the resident’s filling orders via email and
delivering via curbside pickup.
In 2021, we purchased new raised beds to be installed outside the greenhouse for annual pollinator garden. We also received a very
generous seed donation from Rural King. Residents spent days sorting and boxing seed packets.
Goals for 2022 include expanding the mum sale to invite all county campus employee and the public. We were able to help out at
Matthews Hall at Otterbein once during 2021; we are hoping to work in their gardens on a more regular basis, depending on Covid
19 guidelines. Installation of the new raised beds by the greenhouse and a successful growing season are also in the works.
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